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MAHABHARATA was skilfully condensed by Agstyapandita in
his work

In addition to this story - MAHABHARATA contains many
episodes and legends almost unconnected with the main theme
and also extensive portions concerned mainly with the teachings
on ethics, polity or philosophy. It is a poem in which the moral,
so to say is nearly four times as long as the story itself "At some
places of the epic these digressions crowd together rising up in big
imposing piles as in the Aranya, 5'anti and Anu^asana parvas and
sometimes, they are tar and few between, when the story advances at
a more rapid pace as in Sabha, Virata, 5'auptika and Strl parvas".11

In epitomisation Agastya omitted almost all the above. Thus
in some cases he made only a simple mention of them. As a
result he had to leave out practically the whole of 5'antiparva and
Anu^asanaparva which are the most important in the epie from
the didactic point of view. But he managed to retain the essence
ot all these things. One ot the main purposes ot the original epic
as well as the condensed one, is to convey the moral values. So
Agastya skilfully introduced the norms ot ethics and morality by
way of suggestive meanings (Dhvani) in his Kavya.

(iii) BREVITY IN VOCABULARY:

As a piece ot literary art the epic stands amongst the best ot
the classics ot the world. The story of the epic was told in such a
language as to hold the reader or rather listener in thrall. As Suk-
thankar puts it "Richness of vocabulary enabled the epic poet to
paint continuous series of word pictures ot abundant variety".. n
"Jnspite of the deficiencies such as prolixity .. the poem reveals
abundant skill.. and creative power in dramatic composition, it is
above all characterized by extraordinary vividness and richness ot
imagination" In addition to the long list of epithets and vocatives
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